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FEBRUARY FILM SERIES 

The New Iranian Cinema Close Up 
Feb. 2 -27, 2000 

Celebrating the finest Iranian films of the past 15 years. 


CLEVELAND — Future film history books will undoubtedly contain a chapter on the New 
Iranian Cinema of the 1980s and 1990s — perhaps the most vital and innovative national cinema 
within the last 15 years. Beginning Feb. 2, the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will present 
eight of the best Iranian films made in the last decade and a half, including Taste of Cherry, a 
story about a suicidal man who drives around the outskirts of Teheran, interviewing people 
willing to bury or save him; and The Apple, about two 12-year-old twin Iranian girls kept locked 
in their house — behind bars — for their entire lives by their deeply religious father. All films 
will be shown in the Lecture Hall or Gartner Auditorium. Admission to each film is $6. 

Iran’s culture is widely perceived as reactionary and repressive, but restrictions on 
freedom have always inspired artists to circumvent them, and the Iranians — like the Russians, 
Czechs, Chinese, and countless others before them — have become masters at burying truth in 
allegory, metaphor, and historical parallels. Living in a land ravaged by war, poverty, and natural 
disasters, Iranian directors have developed an uncanny ability to imbue simple stories with larger 
meaning and relevance, sometimes even with metaphysical significance. 

Limited financial resources have compelled these moviemakers to be resourceful in their 
choice of everyday narratives, actual locales, and non-professional actors. A typical Iranian film 
is a unique blend of documentary and imaginary elements. Some feature real people playing 
themselves in re-creations of actual incidents from their own lives. Others feature people playing 
themselves in fictional situations, or playing fictional roles in real situations. 

For more information on the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clemusart.com. 
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Feb. films/CMA — 2 


Taste of Cherry 
Wednesday, Feb. 2, 7:00 

(Iran, 1997, color, subtitles, 35mm, 95 min.) Directed by Abbas Kiarostami. Perhaps the most honored 
Iranian film to date (co-winner of the Palme d’or at the 1997 Cannes Film Festival). A beautiful, 
haunting masterpiece about a suicidal man looking for someone willing to bury or save him. 

The Apple 
Sunday, Feb. 6, 2:00 

(Iran, 1998, color, subtitles, 35mm, 85 min.) Directed by Samira Makhmalbaf. This moving, resonant 
allegory was inspired by a scandalous true case. The prominent Iranian filmmaker Mohsen ’ 
Makhmalbaf wrote the script for this film directed by his teenage daughter. 

Close-Up 

Wednesday, Feb. 9, 7:00 

(Iran, 1990, color, subtitles, 35mm, 100 min.) Directed by Abbas Kiarostami. Fascinating, poignant 
docudrama, based on a true case, about an unemployed man who convinces a well-to-do family that 
he is the famous Iranian film director Mohsen Makhmalbaf Like The Apple (see Feb. 6), which was 
written by Makhmalbaf and directed by his daughter, Close-Up re-creates a notorious incident using 
the real people involved. 

The Runner 
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2:00 

(Iran, 1985, color, subtitles, 35mm, 94 min.) Directed by Amir Naderi. Gripping, inspiring account of 
a young orphan boy who struggles to subsist in an Iranian port city by taking various odd jobs 
(delivering ice, scavenging for bottles in shark-infested waters, etc.). An unforgettable hymn to human 
aspiration and survival. “Perhaps the best Iranian film of the 1980s.” — Chicago Tribune. 

Bashu, the Little Stranger 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 7:00 

(Iran, 1988, color, subtitles, 35mm, 120 min.) Directed by Bahram Beizai. A ten-year-old Iranian war 
orphan leaves his Persian Gulf home for the verdant north coast, where he is taken in by an eccentric 
peasant woman. Another affecting, beautifully photographed fable from Iran. 

Where Is the Friend’s Home? 

Sunday, Feb. 20, 2:00 

(Iran, 1987, color, subtitles, 35mm, 83 min.) Directed by Abbas Kiarostami. Simple, moving 
masterpiece about a schoolboy who walks to an unfamiliar neighboring village to return a notebook to 
a classmate who will be in serious trouble without it. A related film. And Life Goes On..., shows on 
Feb. 23. 

And Life Goes On... 

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7:00 

(Iran, 1991, color, subtitles, 35mm, 95 min.) Directed by Abbas Kiarostami. A film director (modeled 
on Kiarostami, but played by an actor) travels to earthquake-ravaged northern Iran to learn the fate of 
two boys who starred in his movie Where Is the Friend's Home? (see Feb. 20). 

The Mirror 
Sunday, Feb. 27, 2:00 

(Iran, 1997, color, subtitles, 35mm, 95 min.) Directed by Jafar Panahi. A Tehran first-grader whose 
mother fails to pick her up at school decides to walk home on her own, but she takes some unexpected 
turns along the way. This surprising, original, award-winning film can be interpreted in many ways. 



